
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH NURSING 

THE ATLANTA CONVENTION 
By Stella Fuller 

The first biennial convention of the three national nursing bodies 
was a success! Looking back at it, there is just one regret. It will 
be two long years before our next meeting. 

There was a "oneness" about the Atlanta meeting that was evi- 
dent from the very first. Nurses sent to attend the meetings of the 
League of Nursing Education wanted to go to the National Organiza- 
tion for Public Health Nursing meetings ; nurses supposed to be present 
at the National Organization for Public Health Nursing meetings 
wanted to sit in with the American Nurses' Association and the 
League sessions. 

The joint meetings were well attended because of this desire, 
and proved that, after all, we are just one big family working and 
striving toward the same end: "More Health for More People." 

The National Organization for Public Health Nursing had a two 
days' informal program previous to April 12, the day on which the 
regular sessions began. These two days, April 9 and 10, were given 
to a discussion of rural nursing, and were planned by Elizabeth Fox 
and Katherine Olmsted. Although these meetings were not officially 
reported as a part of the convention, they were a vital part of it. 

On Sunday, thanks to the energy of a splendid local committee 
and to southern hospitality, the nurses had delightful drives out 
Peach Tree Road and through the surrounding country, beautiful with 
the first signs of spring. Later, they were served with tea at the home 
of Mrs. Irwin. 

The meetings began in earnest on Monday. Registration booths 
were opened, exhibit rooms arranged, bulletin boards put up, and 
rooms assigned to the different organizations. The National Organ- 
ization for Public Health Nursing meetings were held in Room 5. The 
room was large, but it was always crowded with enthusiastic, eager 
delegates and with nurse and lay members. Katherine Tucker, 
president of the organization and superintendent of the Philadelphia 
Visiting Nurse Association, presided at the meetings. 

Splendid papers and discussions on the need of nutritional clinics 
and how to manage them, publicity aids in public health nursing, 
newer fields of public health nursing, rural needs and rural problems, 
the protection of school children, and the recruiting of student nurses 
for the training schools, kept the interest of all for the entire week. 
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The by-laws were revised, the most important change being the 
striking out of the privilege of voting by mail. Special sections were 
formed in Industrial, Child Welfare, Tuberculosis, and School Nursing. 
The following resolutions were passed, showing the need for the 
formation of these separate divisions : 

ENDORSING SHEPPARD-TOWNER BILL 

Whereas, The National Organization for Public Health Nursing believing 
that protection of maternity and infancy is of vital importance to the welfare of 
the country, finds itself in full sympathy with the provisions incorporated in 
Senate bill 3259, therefore, be it Resolved, That the National Organization for 
Public Health Nursing express its approval of this bill. Be it further Resolved, 
That a copy of this resolution be sent to Julia C. Lathrop, Chief of the Federal 
Children's Bureau of the Department of Labor, under whose auspices the bill 
was drafted, and also to Honorable Mr. Sheppard of the United States Senate. 

RESOLUTION OF THE TUBERCULOSIS SECTION 

Whereas, It is now a well established fact that practically every individual 
acquires a tuberculosis infection before adult life, and, Whereas, This infection 
may never develop into tuberculous disease under healthful conditions yet any 
illness, mental or physical strain, or any condition which depletes physical 
strength may lead to the reactivation of an arrested lesion, and, Whereas, Every 
nurse whether engaged in institutional, private duty, or public health nursing, 
should be able to recognize the early symptoms of such development, therefore 
we believe that every training school for nurses should give to its pupils such 
instruction and practical experience in tuberculosis as shall render them as 
familiar with this disease in its early stages as they are with other medical 
diseases, therefore, be it Resolved, That the Tuberculosis Section of the National 
Organization for Public Health Nurses recommend that the Educational Com- 
mittee take such steps as may be necessary to introduce such tuberculosis training 
with special emphasis on the early stages into the curricula of all training 
schools for nurses and, be it further Resolved, That all courses for the training 
of public health nurses should include both instruction and practical experience 
in the tuberculosis field under conditions which shall be approved by the National 
Organization for Public Health Nursing. 

Whereas, Tuberculosis work makes a greater demand upon the resources of 
a nurse than almost any other form of nursing, therefore, be it Resolved, That 
the Tuberculosis Section make every effort possible to raise the standard of 
requirements for tuberculosis work, thereby making this work desirable to women 
who have had a liberal education, adequate general nurses' training, and an 
appreciation of all that tuberculosis nursing means in its largest sense. 

RESOLUTIONS OF THE SECTION ON INDUSTRIAL NURSING 
Whereas, The rapid development of public health nursing activities frequently 
leads to confusion of thought as to the various fields of public health nursing, 
it has seemed advisable for the guidance of both professional and lay people to 
formulate a definition of the term industrial nurse. Therefore, be it Resolved, 
That it be the sense of the section of Industrial Nursing assembled at the first 
biennial convention of the National Organziation for Public Health Nursing that 
an industrial nurse is a graduate, registered nurse (male or female) employed in 



722 The American Journal of Nursing 

an industrial or mercantile establishment or public utilities corporation in the 
interest of the personnel in matters affecting health and welfare. 

Whereas, It is a well established principle in social work that the family is 
the fundamental social unit, and that all treatment should be based on this 
principle, therefore be it Resolved, That in the interest of a well rounded service 
the field of industrial nursing be understood to extend outside the place of employ- 
ment and specifically to include home visitation. 

Whereas, The position of the industrial nurse brings her into peculiar and 
intimate relations with the employee, be it Resolved, That the industrial nurse 
can best serve the mutual interests of employee and management when the 
department or division of health is in close and direct relationship with the man- 
agement. 

RESOLUTIONS OF THE CHILD WELFARE SECTION OF THE NATIONAL 
ORGANIZATION FOR PUBLIC HEALTH NURSING 

Whereas, It is generally recognized that in order to give the pre-school child 
his best opportunity for health development, nutritional clinics and classes be 
understood to be an integral part of every child welfare program, therefore, be it 
Resolved, That the Child Welfare Section of the National Organization for 
Public Health Nursing assembled at the first biennial convention recommends that 
a special effort be made to establish such clinics and classes wherever needed. 

Whereas, Malnutrition is frequently due to physical defects determinable by 
a complete physical examination, therefore, be it Resolved, That all children 
admitted to nutritional clinics should first receive such examination. Be it further 
resolved, That in following out the above recommendations organizations and 
personnel already in the field be made use of to the fullest extent possible. 

Whereas, The work of the school health officer could be made more effective 
if a complete record of the child's health history and care were available at the 
time of the child's admission to school, therefore be it Resolved, That all child 
welfare agencies strive to so organize their work and plan their records that this 
end may be achieved. 

Whereas, The present method of record keeping renders comparison of 
statistics difficult, therefore, be it Resolved, that a small committee be appointed 
to standardize certain record phraseology and to make a printed report that shall 
be available for all public health nurses. Be it further resolved, That the chair- 
man of this committee be appointed by the president of the National Organization 
for Public Health Nursing, and empowered to appoint her own committee. 

RESOLUTIONS OF THE SCHOOL NURSING SECTION 

Whereas, The health service rendered the school child, in order to be well 
rounded, should include the teaching of hygiene, and, Whereas, The responsibility 
for the execution of the hygiene program often falls on the school nurse, there- 
fore, be it Resolved, That the section of the National Organization for Public 
Health Nursing on school nursing recommends that the teaching of hygiene to 
the child be included in the program of every school nurse, and be it further 
resolved, that the teaching of personal hygiene to the school child can be success- 
ful only through the close cooperation of the teacher and the school nurse, and 
the recognition of their mutual responsibility. 



